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NOWISNOTTHETIMEFOR
THEOLOGICAL CLEVERNESS; /

4 -W.'-.; ~ e .'

WE MUST WRITE WHAT LIVES &




NOW IS NOT THE TIME FOR

OF THE DUTCH
REFORMED MISSION CHURCH.'



ST/ Reformed folk do not
| i allow themselves to be
A\ - condescended to from
| & " above. They confess for
A themselves, or they
- don’t confess at all.




“EXTENSION OF !



(ROMANS 13:1-3)



BE SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES;

WHOEVER RESISTS AUTHORITY
RESISTS WHAT GOD HAS APPOINTED. . .

THEREFORE ONE
MUST BE SUBJECT BECAUSE OF CONSCIENCE.



BE SUBJECT TO GOVERNING AUTHORITIES







2 Leeh 0

/ IF MAGISTRATES REMEMBER THAT
A THEY ARE VICARS OF GOD, THEY
SHOULD WATCH WITH ALL CARE,
EARNESTNESS, AND DILIGENCE, TO
REPRESENT IN THEMSELVES SOME
IMAGE OF DIVINE PROVIDENGE,
PROTECTION, GOODNESS,
BENEVOLENCE, AND JUSTICE.

‘‘‘

— Institutes of Christian Religion (. xx.6)



IF THE CORRECTION OF

UNBRIDLED DESPOTISM IS THE

LORD'S TO AVENGE, LET US NOT
AT ONCE THINK THAT IT IS

TO WHOM
NO COMMAND HAS BEEN GIVEN

EXCEPT TO OBEY AND SUFFER.

ENTRUSTED TO US,

— Institutes of the Christian Religion: (V.x<.31)









BE SUBJECT TC




BE SUBJECT 10




SUBJECTS




THE RULED







RULERS & RULED
ARE MUTUALLY SUBJECT




SUBJECTS
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JUSTICE & PEACE
REPRESENTATIVES

CITIZENS



HAS BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT ¢ 3
THE TASK OF PROVIDING FOR -

....[]THE CHURCH] CALLS TO
MIND THE KINGDOM OF GOD, GOD’S
COMMANDMENT AND JUSTICE, AND
THEREBY

— Barmen Declaration



“EXTENSION OF \

GOVERNING AUTHORITY ORDAINED FOR JUSTICE & P

CITIZENS & REPRESENTATIVES MUTUALLY SUBJECT

“CHRISTIAN-PoLTICAL DIRECTION”




14
15

(JOHN 15:12-15)



FOR THE SLAVE DOES NOT KNOW
WHAT THEIR MASTER IS DOING;

, FOR ALL
THAT | HAVE HEARD FROM MY FATHER
| HAVE MADE KNOWN T0 YOU.



NO LONGER SLAVES




NO LONGER SLAVES
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<%=~ THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IS A
/¢ BROTHERLY CHRISTOCRACY. ..[OR]

2 CHRISTOCRATIC BROTHERHOOD. . . [AND]
%) \ FELLOWSHIP OF LAW. . .SPIRITUAL LAW,
@, ' CONFESSING LAW. .. WHICH IS EXEMPLARY
LAW FOR POLITICAL SOCIETIES. .. WHOSE
PROPHETIC MISSION IS TO SHOW THE WAY TO
A SOMEWHAT BETTER LAW, A SOMEWHAT

BETTER PEACE, A SOMEWHAT MORE
EARNEST ORDER, A SOMEWHAT MORE
GENUINE FREEDOM
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“Z % WE BELIEVE THAT 60D'S
/28 . |IFEGIVING WORD AND SPIRIT
S WILL ENABLE THE CHURCH
1€, TOLIVE IN A NEW OBEDIENCE

WHICH CAN OPEN NEW
POSSIBILITIES OF LIFE FOR
SOCIETY AND THE WORLD

ARTICLE THRER)




"EXTENSION OF : -

GOVERNING AUTHORITY ORDAINED

CITIZENS & REPRESENTATIVES

“CHRISTIAN-PoLTICAL DIRECTION”

RULE OF FAITH AS FOR RULE OF LAW

ALL ARE SERVANTS IN CHURCH:

FREEDOM OF CHRISTIAN FREEDOM OF CITIZEN SR
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Eberhard Busch

Foreword by Daniel L. Migliore




The Confession of the Church
must not be left at home in a
museum, but rather must be

carried in front of them, and
they must go behind it, when
they move into their battles.
It Is not enough for the
Church to have a Confession.
They must live by it.




It is not enough for
the Ghurch to have
a Gonfession







TRINITY OF FATHER, SON, & SPIRIT
CENTRALITY & SUPREMACY OF CHRIST
ONE GOD, ONE LORD, ONE BAPTISM, ONE CHURCH

LORDSHIP OVER ALL OF LIFE (poLmmics, LAW, SOCIETY)
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  (JusTICE, PEACE, RECONCILIATION)
POLITICAL SOLIDARITY (WRONGED, DESTITUTE, POOR)
PUBLIC ADVOCACY (DISSENT, PROTEST, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE)



.
RESPONSIBILITY




HOW
SHALL WE




CANNOT

BARMEN & BELHAR: WESTMINSTER SEMINARS 2026

CONFESSING FREEDOM.TODA
















Y, & . §
. \ Y \ . o .« »
\ % A
3 A 2
l : “
BELRA)L ROAD
i‘ii ﬁ"" /" : 1
\ E 1
\ / z \ Wl B,
™ - » I
N
( g '\ e
| ° { § - ¥
) \ K
University o ( w Stellenbosch
the Western Cape \ ~- =
‘ .
‘ //‘ ! 2 A
Pl 7,

¢

s ‘iuumn‘a -

‘* i, ) -3 \ :
¢ o g~ 1 . e
e d

~

f
>
¢

WELL DRIV
Loy ¥

r
|

E'GEORGE DRIV,

PRINCE GE
T
>




E GENTURY CITY
) /
MoulLLE  VICTORIA l/’s

POINT ALFRED

WATERFRONT &
& Air Force Base
Ysterplaat

=l
1238

—piten 1 - = BELRA) ROAD \/ A

5 = «

N

Cape Town
(OSE

\/

A

avoy SNMOOXYS
QY0¥ 1311¥ANOA3g

$tellenbosch

. University of
GARDE g e the Western Cape

STE,
LLEN.oSCn,‘LOO
-
R

‘ Kuils %,
I\ ‘Rlver\ e

// / (&9 Eden Forest
Blackheath

Lyndoch

ANNANDALg
%4p |

2
o
5‘(
MFULENI o™

Blue.Downs [ Elk‘*a
AL ROAp

e Raithby

PAMA ROAD

Khayeljt;ha

4 ES - PO |
UMRHABULO S Ny, >
o . ! Helderbe
= A Y
= . %
g
x |

YIIIAHGL@ 4
i 4 U Nature R

Mitchells MANDELA PARK 4
Plain .~ Ny Z % 5
Rondevlei Bird 1 MeEw,y, 4 % 3
(?) ! Ay.. Z
Sanctuary § e & % =
/ ' N g < a
’ \ Wolfgat Nature / ’cm ~
f e e RESOVE R e &
—_ o False Bay Nature - -
5 (*) Raurv:yEntFanct vg‘““" DRIV Q
= proE
"
¢ Somerset
o
Zandviel Estuary, ¢y 2 } West
Nature Reserve S
Y =
) &
) R P
MuiZenberg
foap, = Strand




» PITTSBURGH =~ 302,9711 RESIDENTS

» KHAYELITSHA =~ 391,789 RESIDENTS

» PITTSBURGH =~ 58.34 SQUARE MILES

» KHAYELITSHA = 14.95 SQUARE MILES
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KHAYELITSHA HAS 29%
MORE RESIDENTS THAN
PITTSBURGH...

... RESIDING IN 74%
LESS LIVING SPACE
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IMAGINE THE ENTIRE
POPULATION OF
PITTSBURGH RESIDING
IN ROBINSON TOWNSHIP
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God is one, Father, Son, and Spirit, who protects and cares for the
Church through the Word and the Spirit

The Church is one holy, universal commmunity called from the entire
human family...... Therefore it must be visibly united and cannot be
racially, linguistically, or culturally divided

God reconciles humanity in Christ and entrusts the Church with
ministry of reconciliation...... Therefore enforced segregation betrays
this ministry and denies the gospel

God reveals Godself as the God of justice and peace ...... Therefore
God is in a special way with the destitute and the poor, thus the
Church must stand where the Lord stands against injustice

In obedience to Jesus Christ, the Church has to do all these things
even though human authorities and laws may forbid them




BELHAR CONFESSION:

We believe in the triune God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers,
protects and cares for the church
through Word and Spirit. This, God
has done since the beginning of the
world and will do to the end.



BELHAR CONFESSION:

We believe that, in obedience to Jesus
Christ, its only head, the church is called
to confess and to do all these things,
even though the authorities and human
laws might forbid them and punishment
and suffering be the consequence.



THE BARMEN DECLARATION:




THE BARMEN DECLARATION:

THE STATE HAS BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT
THE TASK OF PROVIDING FOR JUSTICE AND
PEACE....IT CALLS TO MIND

AND THEREBY THE RESPONSIBILITY BOTH
OF RULERS AND OF THE RULED.



THE BARMEN DECLARATION:




(1) Jesus Christ is the one Word of God
revealed by the witness of Scripture

- (2) Salvation of the Gospel brings obligation of
the Law for both discipleship and citizenship

(3) As community faith & religious institution,
Church belongs to Christ alone

(4) Ministry of Christ given equally to each &
every member of the community

(5) State is responsible for justice & peace;
rulers & ruled alike share this responsibility

(6) The Grace of the Gospel & the mission of
the Church are for all persons & peoples




(1) Jesus Christ is the one Word of God
revealed by the witness of Scripture

- (2) Salvation of the Gospel brings obligation of
the Law for both discipleship and citizenship

(3) As community faith & religious institution,
Church belongs to Christ alone

(4) Ministry of Christ given equally to each &
every member of the community

(5) State is responsible for justice & peace;
rulers & ruled alike share this responsibility

(6) The Grace of the Gospel & the mission of
the Church are for all persons & peoples










Eberhard Busch

Foreword by Daniel L. Migliore
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Confessions

Confessing




(VERB)

“WIDER SENSE” OF CONCEPT
ORDINARY

EVERYDAY ONGOING VWORDS & ACTION‘S
INFORMAL VWORKING CONSENSUS

COMMON SENSE OF WHO WE ARE,
WHAT WE BELIEVE, HOW WE BEHAVE




(NOUN)

"NARROWER SENSE” OF CONCEPT
EXTRAORDINARY

EPISODIC DECLARATION & ACTION
FORMALLY WORKED-OUT CONSENSUS

CRITICAL SENSE OF WHO WE ARE,
VWHAT WE BELEEVE, HOW WE BEHAVE






Status Confessionis

(Processus
Confessionis)

Confessio
Continua




Confession
& Confessing

Confessing
(Confession)

Confessing




SELDOM, RANDOM, PERIPHERAL, NEGLIGIBLE

AUTHORITARIAN RATHER THAN AUTHORITATIVE

VWORK OF SINGULAR HEROIC GENIUS
OR SOLITARY PROPHETIC WITNESS

CONFESSION APPEARS TO BE A PRODUCT, 3
RATHER THAN A PROCESS & A PRAXIS gy




Dogmatics Is a theological
discipline. But theology is a 'y
function of the Church. The ¥
Church confesses God as it S
speaks about God. First, by its
existence in the action of each
peliever. Second, by its specific
action as a community.
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PRAXIS OF DISPUTATION, DELIBERATION, & DECISION

INTERPRETATION OF TEXT OF SCRIPTURE IN CONTEXT

MUTUAL AUTHORITY & RECIPROCAL FREEDOM

CONSENSUS VIA SPEECH & COUNTER-SPEECH

INHERENTLY POLITICAL & INTRINSICALLY DEMOCRATIC

























We, Here, Now Confess This




We, Here, Now Confess This




We, Here, Now Confess This




Pledge of Pastor’s
Emergency League

Bonn BARMEN

Flyer DECLARATION

K (

Declaration of the
Altona  Right Understanding

LeIPZIg  Confession  of Reformation

Counter- Confessions
Proposal



1978 UWC

Student &
DRMC BELHAR

Statement . (CONFESSION

\‘

/

1977 Lutheran

World Fellowship
Statement

1979 1982 World Alliance

of Reformed
Belydende Christians

Kring Statement
Declaration

1978 South
' African Council
of Churches
Message
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CHURCH SPEAKS OR CONFESSES, *
RATHER THAN THE AUTHORSOR ¢~
COMMITTEE THAT FORMULATED IT.
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THAT IS AT WORK HERE. N
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=

‘;; Whereas such Confessions are
formulated relatively seldom,
A confessing itself Is a basic way
N

| of defining the daily task in the
ife of all Christians.




ONCE A CONFESSION HAS BEEN ) NN
FORMALLY APPROVED, THAT =, 5 = ‘
CHURCH SPEAKS OR CONFESSES, 7« =
RATHER THAN THE AUTHORS OR \g;..., N
COMMITTEE THAT FORMULATED IT. -
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ALLAN BOESAK

APARTHEID,
LIBERATION
AND THE
CALVINIST
TRADITION




THE REFORMED TRADITION HAS A /AN |
FUTURE IN THIS COUNTRY ONLY [F Sl
BLACK REFORMED CHRISTIANS | ey
ARE WILLING TO TAKE IT AND
MAKE IT TRULY THEIR OWN, AND
LET THIS TRADITION ONCE AGAIN
BECOME WHAT IT ONCE WAS: A
CHAMPION OF THE CAUSE OF THE
POOR AND THE OPPRESSED.




